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Do you consider the political conditions now favourable in your opinion
for a revival of indigenous industries, which you contend had been killed by
the East India Company?
I consider the conditions very favourable because people realize
that if hand-spinning and hand-weaving are not revived now,
there is nothing but deeper and deeper starvation day after day
staring the nation in the face*
It is part of your programme, then, to enforre this lesson on the masses?
Yes*   It is being done on a very vast scale*
At the same time if the fsictory system and machine-made goods coming
to India are continued, do you expect any very large success for the movement
even though people, out of considerations of patriotism and economy, agree to
devote their attention to hand-spinning ?
Your question supplies the answer, If people resort to these
things from patriotic and economic motives then it can be done.
But does your study of our people and their present condition encourage
you to think that patriotic considerations will prove such a powerful factor as
to give a strong impetus to indigenous manufactures on a large scale, unaided
by the State?
Yes, certainly. That is why I say that hand-spinning and
hand-weaving accepted by the people on a universal scale ought to
lead automatically to swaraj,
But internal disturbances of the kind in Malabar, you will agree, Mr.
Gandhi, are a powerful set-back to the movement of non-violent non-co-operation?
My answer is yes*
Do you not also agree, Mr. Gandhi, that your movement has a great deal
to do with this outbreak in Malabar?
All the information that I have collected, and which I have
no reason to doubt, points to the fact that violence broke out in
those parts which were least touched by the activities of non-co-
operators and my information goes further that non-co-operators
were deliberately prevented from entering those disturbed parts.
Notwithstanding protests from respectable leaders not in your camp against
the evil consequences of non-co-operation on a large scale, you still think that
it is the only means, if not the chief means for a people situated like India to
attain swaraj?
It is the only means; in no other way, can India attain swaraj
for a century.
So long as there are large masses of people who do not come under your
influence directly but who read of non-co-operation in the Press and hear oa